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CoC is dedicated to broadening the horizons of children
and local residents, and creating opportunities for them
to challenge themselves. This is why our activities,
including the publication of Nogeyama, are offered free
of charge or at the lowest possible cost. However, in

order to continue these valuable activities, we rely on the

generosity of our supporters. If you would like to make

a donation, please scan the QR code below or transfer

funds to the bank account listed.

»FFRIT HWEEOZE TE 3013279
$EEIEEFFESNEA Connection of the Children

Mizuho bank Yokohama Higashiguchi branch
Saving account 3013279 Connection of the Children

We are incredibly grateful for your support through item
donations! We are currently seeking the following items. Any
amount, big or small, is greatly appreciated.

We'e grateful for your support through item donations!

We currently need:

‘Food & stocks: Veggies, rice, seasonings, granola, pasta, etc.
- For our daily Kids’ Kitchen.
-Consumables: Toilet paper, tissues, detergent
- To keep CASACO clean & comfy.
*Mattresses
— We've gathered enough comforters, but are still in need of
mattresses.
-Microbus (long type, 29 seats!)
— Starting around April 2026, we plan to create a traveling
“Mobile CASACO” across Japan!
Bring donations to CASACO or call 045-315-4137 for pickup.

Thank you very much!
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Meet the world through volunteering! Join CoC at CASACO for global and local connections.
Boost your skills & spread smiles! Contact: info@coc-i.org
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New Year's Greeting

Happy New Year, and thank you for your continued support of Connection of the Children (CoC) in 2026. I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude
to everyone who has supported our activities—those who joined our events, supported us through donations, volunteered their time, and warmly
watched over us as members of the local community. Each of you is an essential part of CoC. Based at CASACO, CoC has continued to work toward a
society where every child can discover what they love and take on new challenges, and where people connect with warmth beyond nationality, culture,
or ability. Our daily activities—kids-run meals, world breakfasts and dinners, life with international students, and local events—are all small but
meaningful challenges woven into everyday life. In 2026, marking ten years since CASACO took its current form, I will begin a journey across Japan
with my family. This is not just travel, but a way to live out CoC's mission—meeting people rooted in their communities, discovering children’s potential,
and connecting these experiences back to CASACO. Already, new connections and collaborations are emerging across the country. CoC is still growing.
We welcome your continued support through donations, volunteering, or by joining us more deeply as part of our team. If you are not sure how you can
help, please start by visiting CASACO—share a meal, talk, and dream together. CoC is not a finished place. It grows and changes through the people
who are part of it. Let's move forward together, step by step, in 2026. Please feel free to contact us at info@coc-i.org

or +81-45-315-4137, or simply drop by CASACO anytime.

Koske Kato Director, Connection of the Children
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Meet the world through volunteering! Join

Boost your skills & spread smiles! Contact:
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Hello, my name is Christian. I'm 21 years old and I come from Sweden. I'm very
interested in learning about different cultures, especially Japanese culture. In the
future, I hope to become a firefighter in Sweden. My hobbies are fishing and exploring

nature, and I'm really excited to experience Japan's beautiful natural landscapes. I'm

looking forward to meeting many people here and making new friends!
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Hello!My name is Thomas and I come from France. I am a 3D motion designer,
creating animations for advertising, video games, and music videos.I am deeply
drawn to Japan for its unique culture and rich environments.It is a great source
of inspiration for my creative work.I hope to learn a lot during these few months
here. One of my goals is to be able to communicate as quickly as possible with

the people I meet.I am very grateful for the warm welcome I have received.This

experience in Japan is a very important step for me.
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Two CASACO residents featured
on NOGEYAMA will host World
Breakfast: Damien on Feb 11 and
Emil on Mar 14. Stay tuned!
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CoC at CASACO for global and local connections.
info@coc-i.org

Meet the CASACO Residents)

On the second floor of CASACO, international students from around the world live together
while studying Japanese and sharing daily life with the local community. From January 4, we
welcomed three new students, bringing even more warmth and energy to CASACO. We also
have a new caretaker who joined us in November and supports everyday life at CASACO with
care. The students are looking forward to joining the Mochi-Pounding Festival on January 11

and spending a joyful New Year'’s moment together with the community.
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Hello!My name is Loke. I'm 21 years old and from Sweden. I enjoy
playing sports, gaming, and of course reading manga. In Sweden, I
worked in assembly at a tech company called Mycronic.I'm really
excited about my time in Japan and hope to make many friends and

create lots of great memories!
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Hello! My name is Rin, and I have been working as the caretaker at

CASACO since November. I usually teach Japanese online to people
from other countries. If you know anyone who is interested in learning
Japanese, I'd be happy to help—please feel free to let me know! My
hobbies include traveling, taking walks, watching dramas, and making
coffee. If you have any recommended walking routes or cafés, I'd love
to hear about them :) I've been a caretaker for two months now, and I
truly feel that everyone involved with CASACO is kind and supportive.
It's clear to me that CASACO has continued for so long thanks to the
people who care about it. I hope to grow into being one of those people
and will continue doing my best.My goal at CASACO is to regularly host

a language-themed café. I look forward to another great year together!
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January 31 (Saturday) Event Special

On Saturday the 31st, CASACO will host
a full day where food, light, and people
come together. Throughout this winter
day, enjoy a very CoC-style experience that
gently connects the world and the local

community.

1) World Breakfast: Taiwan

In the morning, we will hold World
Breakfast: Taiwan from 9:00 to 10:30.
This popular series brings the world
closer through food, and January's theme
is Taiwan. Welcoming a guest with
Taiwanese roots, we will enjoy a classic
Taiwanese breakfast dish, danbing, while
learning about Taiwanese food culture
and daily life. Registration is available
via the QR code below or by calling
045-315-4137.

2) World Dinner: Australia
In the evening, World Dinner: Australia
will take place from 18:00 to 20:30. This
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event will run alongside the Candle Night.
Enjoy Australian-inspired dishes while
sharing stories about travel and everyday
life, as the neighborhood outside is softly
illuminated by candlelight. Registration is
also available via the QR code below or by
calling 045-315-4137.

3) Kyuzaka Candle Night

On the same day, the Candle Night will
light up Kytuzaka, Azumagaoka’s iconic
100-step with 1,000 candles.
Setup begins at 16:00, with the candles
lit together at 17:00. Yokohama National

slope,

University students will lead the setup
and lighting. From around 14:00, a candle-
making workshop will also be held at
CASACO, open to everyone.

To coincide with Candle Night, a café run
by CASACO’s caretaker Rin will be open.
Warm food and drinks will be available for
takeaway. Take your time and enjoy the

winter evening surrounded by candlelight.
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NOGEYAMA (formerly Azumagaoka Shinbun) has been connecting the 500 residents of Azumagaoka (near Nogeyama Zoo,
Yokohama) since 2014. With 66,500 copies in circulation, this hyperlocal magazine is published by CoC, based at CASACO.
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All Ages, Many Cultures: Year-
End Night Patrol

On December 29, Azumagaoka held
its annual year-end Night Patrol, with
more local residents joining than last
year. Gathering at the community hall,
we could feel the growing connections
within the neighborhood.

Guided by the sound of wooden
clappers, we walked through the area
for about an hour, calling out “Hi no
yojin! (Fire prevention!).” International
students from CASACO, including
participants from Italy and Belgium,
joined local residents, sharing the
experience as neighbors despite
different languages and cultures.

After the patrol, everyone returned
to the community hall to enjoy warm
oden together. As our bodies warmed,

conversations flowed, making it a gentle

and meaningful way to close the year.
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The First Neighborhood Event
of January: Mochi-Pounding
The annual Mochi-Pounding Festival
will be held on Sunday, January 11,
from 10:00 a.m. at the community
hall. Using traditional mallets and
mortars, freshly made mochi will be
enjoyed with classic toppings.

Light mallets for children are
available, and international students
from CASACO will also join, creating
a warm exchange across generations
and cultures.

Preparation begins on January 10 at
2:00 p.m., with setup from 8:30 a.m.
on the day. Volunteers are welcome—
contact the

please neighborhood

association head or CASACO.
Participation is free, and everyone is

welcome, even just to enjoy the mochi.
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Our base, CASACO, offers rental space on the first floor! Online streaming equipment is available too.

Feel free to reach out!

CEBHNDLBEBE The Kids' Restaurant
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Kids’" Restaurant is a child-led community kitchen where children grow
through hands-on experience.Held 35 times so far, returning kids gain
confidence and naturally support first-time participants, creating a warm and
welcoming atmosphere. Children cook, serve, and clean together while
connecting with local adults and international residents.Children may join on
their own, with staff and volunteers always present. Parents are welcome at
mealtime. Free for children, ¥500 for adults (¥600 takeaway). Walk-ins

welcome.

SiNE:500A (C b RIBEDSEFENEIDTHLI-SER!)
Fee: ¥500 (Free for kids who help out at the table!)

T4 277 3600/ Take away ¥600

SIMEA- RSV T4 THAFAEDQRI—FAS!
Scan the QR code to sign up!

HBEWEHE Contact: info@coc-i.org

HHRDEAC (A The World Breakfast #157 @
1/31(Sat)9:00 - 10:30
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Fee: ¥900 advance
(3%¥1000 door)

Experience global cultures through food!

This time: a Taiwanese breakfast. Join us!
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Join our Candle Night on January 31 at Azumagaoka’s iconic
100-step slope. We begin setting up at 4:00 pm and light 1,000
candles together at 5:00 pm, filling the winter evening with warm
light. CASACO will offer warm takeaway food and drinks. Feel free to
stop by and enjoy the atmosphere.

NOGEYAMA EFfRIFCB505—
NOGEYAMA Digital Version
available here —




